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State’s resource team visits Oconee County,  
will provide tourism-related recommendations 

 
WATKINSVILLE, GA— On August 30 - 31, the Oconee County Tourism Department hosted a 
resource team through the state of Georgia’s Tourism Product Development Office to 
evaluate the county's tourism products.  
 
The Tourism Product Development Office works to enhance existing resources and foster 
new tourism products within communities to positively impact Georgia’s tourism industry. 
In October 2009, the office created an initiative to focus technical assistance in the form of 
a research and strategy visit to local communities interested in developing its tourism 
potential. During these visits, the team members work with local leadership to assess the 
portfolio of tourism-related assets within the community. 
 
“Many communities have tourism products, but it’s about developing tourism experiential 
products that keep visitors coming back. So, what we are trying to do is provide 
recommendations on how to develop these products into unique experiences to impact 
economic development by increasing jobs and improving the quality of life for 
communities,” explained Cindy Edison, Georgia’s Director of Tourism Product 
Development. 
 
The team who joined Edison consisted of professionals from a variety of specialties 
including but not limited to agritourism, historic preservation, and cultural arts: Jeanne 
Cyriaque, consultant on historic preservation, heritage, and African-American history; Beth 
Eavenson, Georgia Department of Community Affairs; Tina Lily, Georgia Council for the 
Arts; Cindy Norton, Georgia Department of Agriculture; Keri Ogletree, Director of Georgia 
Visitor Information Center on I-20; Tracie Sanchez, Director of Georgia Trail Summit; and 
Rebekah Snider, Georgia’s Historic Heartland Project Manager. 
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On Wednesday, the team began their visit with lunch and a community discussion with the 
Oconee County Tourism Department and county leaders John Daniell, Oconee County 
Commissioner Chair; Justin Kirouac, Oconee County Administrator; JR Charles, Oconee 
County Economic Development Director; and Kay Keller, Oconee County Chamber of 
Commerce President. The group then spent two days touring the county with visits at 
Happy Valley Pottery, Washington Farms, Downtown Watkinsville-at-large, the Classic City 
Clydesdales Farm, Sons of Sawdust, Pine Lake RV Campground and more. A dinner 
sponsored by the Oconee County Chamber of Commerce concluded the first night in which 
additional representatives from the board of commissioners, Watkinsville’s city council, 
and the Cultural Arts and Tourism board met with the team and informally shared their 
visions for the county’s tourism industry. 
 
"It’s been a year in the works, and we are very appreciative of the state's resource team and 
their visit to Oconee County,” said Tourism Director Alex Perschka. “We look forward to the 
recommendations from an outside source on how we can continuously grow the tourism 
industry within our county. These fresh ideas will lead us to great developments in the 
future," he continued.  
 
The state’s Tourism Product Development Office has conducted more than 30 resource 
team visits and reports since 2009. In three months, the resource team will report the 
county’s strengths and weaknesses, and also give recommendations on how the 
department and its tourism partners can act on opportunities identified during the 
visit. After the resource team report, the department will have the opportunity to apply for 
grants offered by the Tourism Product Development Office to assist with tourism-specific 
projects in the county. 
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